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THE INCREASING NEED F O R  LAND T ITL E S  IN ONTARIO COMMUNITIES

by David I. M c W i l l i a m s *

It is gen era l ly  a s su m e d  that l a w y e r s ,  as part  o f  the p r a c t i c e  o f  law,  d isa gree  
with each  other on all  p o s s ib l e  o c c a s i o n s .  This  a r i s e s  f r o m  the admittedly  im p r e c i s e  
and subject ive  nature o f  the appl icat ion  of the law in its deal ings  betw een  man and 
man. It is a lso  ge n e ra l ly  a s su m e d  that s u r v e y o r s ,  b e cau se  of  the apparent  p r e c i s i o n  
of their m e a s u r e m e n ts  and ca lcu la t ion s ,  should in all  c a s e s  ag ree  on the theory  that 
" f igures  do not l i e " .  It is only when one has som e  background  in eng ineer ing  and law 
that one r e a l i z e s  the d e gre e  of  ap prox im at ion  under which s u r v e y o r s  must  suffer  e v e r y  
day. With in c r e a s in g  e x p e r i e n c e ,  one r e a l i z e s  a lso  that s u r v e y o r s  can, and do,  
d isagree  am ong t h e m s e l v e s .  T h is ,  gentlem en,  is the f i r s t  d is i l lu s ionm ent  of  a law yer .  
It is a d is i l lu s ionm ent  o f  short  duration,  h o w e v e r .  When one e xa m in es  the re a s o n s  
for  these d i f f e r e n c e s ,  one beg ins  to have co n s id e rab le  sympathy f o r  the su rv e y o r  
in his s e a r c h  f o r  p r e c i s i o n .  I hope ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  that you wil l  approach  m y  r e m a r k s  
today with the sympathy which must  c o m e  fo r  the r e m a r k s  of  one who is a lso  l a b o u r 
ing in the f ie ld  of  e r r o r  f o r  a p e r fe c t i o n  which  can never  be a ch ieved .

Land t r a n s fe r  in ancient  Engl ish  and European  com m u nit ies  was s im p le .  It 
involved the p h ys ica l  and public  t r a n s fe r  of  p o s s e s s i o n  by part ies  standing on the so i l ,  
the re c i ta l  of  the tradit ional  f o r m u la  o f  w o rd s  o f  conveyance  and the s y m b o l i c  handing 
over  of  a p ie c e  of  earth  b e f o r e  w i tn e s s e s ,  and the r e c o rd in g  of  the t r a n s fe r  in the ro l l s  
of the m a n o r ia l  c o u r t s .  This  r u s t i c  f o r m a l i t y  suf f i ced  f o r  many centur ies  but the 
in c re a s e  of  populat ion,  the p a r c e l l in g  out of  land into e v e r - s m a l l e r  p lo ts ,  the tendency 
of w i tn esses  to d isappear  and f o r g e t ,  the in c re a s in g  value o f  land and the inadequacy  
of the m a n o r ia l  court  r o l l s  eventually  made a continuation of  this s im ple  s y s te m  unwise .

You are  all  aware  of  how title was es tab l ished  in England b e f o r e  the pass ing  of  
the R e g i s t r y  Acts :  by the actual produ ct ion  of  title deeds o v e r  a p e r io d  of  t im e ,  s o m e 
t im es  running b a c k  into hundreds  of y e a r s .  Ths l o s s  or  theft of  any of these d eed s ,  
which es ta b l i sh ed  the chain of  t it le ,  would throw  the title into j e o p a r d y .  Such l o s s e s  
and thefts w e re  made m o r e  l ike ly  b e c a u s e  of  the varying ways in which the people  
depos i ted  their  title deeds  f o r  sa fekeeping .

The f i r s t  great  advance in maintaining of  r e c o r d s  f o r  land t r a n s fe r  w e re  the 
R e g i s t r y  A cts  in England which f o l l o w e d  a roughly s im i la r  s y s te m  p reva i l ing  o v e r  the 
whole o f  E u ro p e .  The e sse n t ia l  feature  o f  these arrangem en ts  was  that all  docum ents  
af fect ing land w e re  r e g i s t e r e d  in fu l l  in a centra l  o f f i c e  and that ge n e ra l ly ,  p r e fe r e n c e  
was g iven to the docum ent  which was r e g i s t e r e d  f i r s t  in t ime and in all  c a s e s  in favour 
of  the r e g i s t e r e d  docum ent  against  the u n r e g is te r e d .

This  s y s te m  stil l  p r e v a i l s  a c r o s s  Europe  and in m o s t  o f  the States o f  the United 
States and in a la rge  part  o f  Southern Ontar io .  It e s tab l ishes  title by  the reg is t ra t ion  
of  deeds  and r e q u i r e s  the p u r c h a s e r  to sat is fy  h im s e l f  on the b a s i s  o f  these r e g is t e re d  
deeds  that the title a l leged  by the vendor  i s ,  in fac t ,  a good  and m arketab le  one.

In cre as in g  d issa t i s fa c t io n  with this method of  establ ish ing  title to land produced  
the Land T r a n s f e r  Act  o f  1875, c o m m o n ly  known in England as L o r d  C a irn 's  Act  
f r o m  which  our  Land T it les  Act  of  Ontario  is d er ived .  The Land T it les  Act  env isages  
a s y s te m  of  r e g i s t ra t io n  of  title and not re g is t ra t io n  of  d eed s .  The r e g i s t e r s  are the 
title and the deeds  m e r e l y  the ev idence  thereo f .

It was in troduced  in its p resent  f o r m  into Ontario  in 1865 and so long as Ontario  
re m ain e d  a p re d o m in a te ly  rura l  P r o v i n c e ,  it did its w o rk  w e l l ,  w here  the inc idence  
of  t r a n s fe r  was sm a l l  and the p a r c e l s  la r g e .  H o w e v e r ,  I submit  that the sophist icat ion  
of  m o d e r n  land holding ,  and the subd iv is ion  o f  p r o p e r ty  into sm a l l  c ity  lots  at r is ing  
va lues  m akes  a continuation of  such a s y s te m  i m p r a c t i c a l .

May I i l lustrate  m y  point by  the enum erat ion  of  a num ber  of  e xa m p les  which 
p resen t  t h e m s e lv e s  to you as s u r v e y o r s  e v e r y  day in your  p r a c t i c e  and which are  a



constant  so u r ce  of  d if f iculty  to us as law yers  in our examination  of titles:
1. The p r o b l e m  of  the los t  landm ark  which is r e f e r r e d  to in old deeds  and which 
no longer  ex is ts  on the land. R e ce n t ly ,  I had o c c a s i o n  to s e a r ch  the title to B o b - L o  
(Bois  Blanc)  Island in the Detro it  R iv e r .  The land had been divided into two large  
p a r c e l s  and the d iv is ion  line had been  m arked  by four  i ron  bars  which have long since 
d isa pp ea red  under an am usem ent  park.  The p ro p e r ty  has been held substantial ly in 
the same hands for  many y e a r s  and the p r o b l e m  of  these landmarks  did not a r ise  
until a port ion  of  the Island was to be subdivided fo r  m ortgage  p u r p o s e s .  The surveyor  
was fa ce d  with the p r o b le m s  of  prepar ing  a d e sc r ip t io n  which was at once suff ic ient ly  
accurate  for  the m o r tg ag e e  and which would also  tie in with the old d e sc r ip t io n .
Happily ,  we d i s c o v e r e d  a stone ca irn  which appeared incidently  in the old d e sc r ip t io n  
to m ark  the limit  of  a p ie ce  of  Crown p ro p e r ty .  It was p o ss ib le  by the use of  this 
monument to p re p a re  an ent ire ly  new d e sc r ip t io n  which by r e f e r e n c e ,  at l eas t ,  bo r e  
s om e  re lat ion  to the old d e sc r ip t io n s .  Shortly  af ter  the survey  was c o m p le te d ,  the 
s u r v e y o r ,  in making further  invest igat ions ,  a r r iv e d  upon the scene  in suff ic ient  t ime 
to prevent  a bu l ld o ze r  f r o m  re m o v in g  the landm ark  co m p le te ly .  This  monument now 
stands as the only landm ark  on the is land f r o m  which d e sc r ip t io n s  can be p re p a re d  
which can be connected  to the old d e sc r ip t io n s .
Z. How many of you have been p resented  with the p r o b l e m  of the r e g i s t e r e d  plan 
p r e p a re d  in 1870 or  e a r l i e r  which contains  a m in im um  of  m e a s u r e m e n ts ,  and those 
in chains and links with lots  ZOO feet  by  300 feet  and co v e r in g  som e  of the m o st  valuable 
rea l  estate in the downtown area  of our c i t ies  and towns; and w o r s e ,  what of  the 
r e g i s t e r e d  plan which has d isappeared ,  the d im ensions  of  which can only be gu essed  
at Mby in terpo lat ion” f r o m  chance r e f e r e n c e s  in later  plans .
3. The p r o c e s s  of  subdiv is ion  in the c i t ies  has been  haphazard in the e x tre m e :  not 
only are the old plans obso le te  but they do not c o v e r  all of  the bui l t -up  port ions  in the 
c i t i e s .  We all  f ind with disturbing f re q u e n cy  the res idue of the old f a r m  lots  r e m a i n 
ing unsubdivided by r e g i s t e r e d  plan in the centre  of  our  c i t ies  with Z0 or  30 pages  of  
abs tract  entr ies  to engage our cu r io s i ty  and lots of  i r r e g u la r  shape containing , in 
many c a s e s ,  60 or  70 p a r c e l s  of  land. The ord inary  p r o c e s s e s  of  buying and sel l ing 
ove r  the past Z0 y e a rs  have made the examination and c e r t i f i ca t io n  of such tit les all 
but im p o s s ib le .
4. How many of you have desp a ired  with me ove r  the examinat ion  of 10 to 30 pages
of abstract  on p r o p e r t ie s  on the outskirts  of  our c i t ies  which the o w n e r s ,  Z0 or  30 
y e a rs  ago,  had fa i led  to subdivide by r e g i s t e r e d  plan and which the present  subdivis ion 
con tro l  b y - la w s  are h e lp less  to so lve .
5. How many of you have been asked to p re p a re d  surveys  c o v e r in g  lakefront
p r o p e r t i e s  which have been subdivided by the f a r m e r  owner into 50 or  60 lots  with 
r i g h t s - o f - w a y  running in a 11 d i r e c t io n s .  The p r o b le m s  here  are  exaggerated  not only 
by the initial  re luctance  of  the f a r m e r - o w n e r  to hire a s u r v e y o r  to stake the lots and 
to hire  a law yer  to ensure  that the or ig ina l  deeds did not o v e r la p ,  but a lso  by the 
apparent inability of  the ow ners  to build their  cottages  on the p r o p e r t ie s  which they 
p urchased .  I hazard  a guess  that there has been no m o r e  fruitful  s ou rce  of  c o n t r o 
v e r s y  and bad fee l ing  among fr iendly  s u m m e r - c o t t a g e  ne ighbours  than the eventual 
and inevitable disputes which a r ise  as a resu lt  of  the l o c a l  R e g i s t r a r  of  Deeds  finally  
throwing his hands up in disgust  and f o r c in g  the ow ners  into the expense  of  a uJudge1 s 
P la n ’1 and the shock  which these ow ners  endure when they see fo r  the f i r s t  t ime the 
shape of  their  p r o p e r t ie s  based  on their  title deeds c o m p a r e d  with the shape which 
those p r o p e r t ie s  a ssu m e d  in their minds on the b as is  of  their p o s s e s s i o n .
6. How many of you have d i s c o v e r e d  to your  s o r r o w  that the fundamental  deeds in
your chain of title are the product  of:

(a) i l l i terate  par t ies  prepar ing  the deed t h e m se lv e s ;
(b) incompetent  co n v e y a n c e r s  and notar ies ;
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(c) com pl ica ted  m etes  and bounds d e sc r ip t io n s  p r e p a re d  without the ass is tance  of 
s u r v e y o r s ;

(d) that your  title is base d  upon a s u c c e s s i o n  of three or  four  consecut ive  intestacies  
ar is ing  in f a m i l i e s  that ,,don,t be l ieve  in W i l l s " .

7. How many of you have been  faced  with the p r o b l e m  of deciding between c o n f l i c t 
ing d e sc r ip t io n s ,  interpret ing  m ean ing less  quali fi cations in c o u r s e s  and recon c i l in g  
the approximate  but acceptab le  in a c c u r a c ie s  of  surveying methods 75 or  100 y e a rs  
ago with the p r e c i s e  and n e c e s s a r y  a c c u r a c i e s  of  1964. It is apparent that severa l  
feet d i f ference  in the m e a s u r e m e n t  of  a large  f a r m  acre a ge  is of  l e s s  c o n c e rn  to a 
fa rm er  than it is to a c ity d w el ler  when inches  count.

I can speak with authority only about E s s e x  County but I am  sure that what I am 
about to say applies  with equal f o r c e  to many other counties .  Th ere  are  parts  of  towns 
in E s s e x  County where  the s o l i c i t o r s  wil l  not give you a cer t i f i ca te  of  title because  of 
the unres tra ined  subd iv is ion  without r e g i s t e r e d  plan of the f a r m  lots now inside these 
towns; where  the m o n s t r o s i t y  of  a "nam e s e a r c h "  is all that can be obtained by even 
the m o st  ca re fu l  s o l i c i t o r  unless  the c lient  is p r e p a re d  to accept  a lega l  fee 
com m en sura te  with a two or  three w e e k s 1 s e a r ch  at the r e g i s t r y  o f f i c e .  The d i s t r e s s 
ing thing is that even after  such a se a r ch ,  the s o l i c i t o r ,  in many c a s e s ,  is m o r e  
confused than he was b e f o r e  he started. We have a lready heard  today that in many 
c a s e s ,  the p r e c i s e  boundaries  of  the townships  th e m se lv e s  are not known. In many 
p la c e s ,  the only township plans of any value are to be obtained f r o m  the Department  
of Highways !

Even m o r e  d i s t r e s s in g  is the fact  that, e v e r y  day, the situation is getting w o r s e !
8. In som e  of  the f o re g o in g  c a s e s ,  p o s s e s s i o n  is the only crutch  upon which the 
owner has to lean and this p o s s e s s i o n  is often based  upon faulty and inadequate 
dec larat ions  and d e sc r ip t io n s  which are m e an in g le ss .
9. Even  in the new plans which are  being put down in such great  num ber  in our 
burgeoning suburbs ,  the seeds  of  future confusion  are being sown. The subdivider 
of  20 y e a r s  ago made p r o v i s i o n  fo r  20 and 35 foot  lo ts .  The subdivider  of 1950* s and 
1960f s p r o v id e s  fo r  40 and 60 foot  lo ts .  The p u r c h a s e rs  and bu i lders  unfortunately 
s e ld o m  c o n f o r m  th e m se lv e s  to these lot d im ensions  and it is an unusual house which 
is being built today that is not situated upon part of  two lots and the whole of  the third.
I ask  you to cast  your  eyes  f o r w a r d  20 y e a rs  hence after these houses  have changed 
hands perhaps  10 to 30 t im e s  and c o n s id e r  the p r o b le m  which is p r esen ted  to the 
s u r v e y o r  and the law yer  in search ing  the title to these new h o m e s .  Th ree  separate 
abs trac t  pages  must  be exam ined .  These  pages  wil l  be only roughly s im i la r  and 
instead of  making one s e a r ch  on the whole p a r c e l ,  one is f o r c e d  to make three separate 
s e a r c h e s .
10. C on s id er  a lso  the p r o b l e m  p resented  to the l o c a l  Cham ber  of C o m m e r c e  in its 
s e a r c h  f o r  new industry .  It is here  that the p oor  conveyancing  and inadequacy of the 
p resen t  s y s te m  c o m e s  home to r o o s t .  The industry c o n ce rn e d  m ay be ent ire ly  
sat is f ied  with the land and the town or  city fa c i l i t i e s  with which it is surrounded ,  but 
it m ay  be en t ire ly  unable to get what it r e ga rd s  as an adequate cer t i f i ca te  o f  title to 
just i fy  the expenditure of  s o m e t im e s  m i l l ions  of  do l la rs  in the construct ion  of the 
plant on that land. The fa i lure  to get such a cer t i f i ca te  m ay  result  in the industry not 
m oving  into that l o ca l i ty  at all .  And it is no answer  to suggest  that the industry in 
building a plant of  that s ize  on a cer ta in  p r o p e r ty  wil l  undoubtedly hold the land fo r  a 
suff ic ient  t ime to e s tab l ish  a p o s s e s s o r y  t it le .

But all  of  this is m e r e l y  te ll ing you what you know a lready  and I am  sure that 
e v e r y  p e r s o n  here  can give me e xa m p le s  at least  as disturbing as those I have d e s 
c r ib e d .

We have been  living with these p r o b l e m s  for  a num ber  of  y e a r s .  Those  of  us 
who have a d d r e s s e d  o u r s e lv e s  to them have done little but patch up the ed i f i ce  as best
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we could  f o r  the individual c l ient  w hom  we are  serv ing  at any given t im e .  I think you 
wil l  ag ree  that this is not su ff ic ient ,  that a r ad ica l  change is r e q u ir e d  if we are  not 
to be damned by our p r o g e n y  as we are now damning our  f o r b e a r s .  We m ust  make a 
bo ld  c o r r e c t i o n  - a c o r r e c t i o n  which  wil l  sat is fy  the needs  of  the 1960*s and be so 
con tr ived  that it wi l l  a c c o m m o d a te  i t se l f  to the changing needs  of  the 1970* s,  1980* s
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1990'1 s .
What then are  the r e m e d i e s  avai lable  to us

1. The Quieting T i t le s  Act .
2. The R e g i s t r y  Act .
3. The C er t i f i ca t ion  o f  T i t l e s  Act .
4. The Land T i t le s  Act .

I wi l l  deal with these  in o r d e r :
The Quieting T it les  Act

Anyone of  you who has waited through the m o r a s s  of  the Quieting T it les  A c t ,  and 
who has had a c lient  of  suff ic ient  m eans  to pay the shot,  w i l l  ag re e  that the cure  is 
w o r s e  than the d i s e a s e .  It is h o p e le s s ly  inadequate as a r e m e d y  which might be taken 
by the average  man to so lve  his  title p r o b l e m s .
The R e g i s t r y  Act

I think I have a lread y  c o m m e n te d  suff ic ient ly  on its in ad equ ac ies .  This  is not to 
say that fo r  a la rge  por t ion  o f  Southern Ontar io ,  the R e g i s t r y  A c t ,  f o r  many y e a r s  to 
c o m e ,  m ay  not continue to se rv e  the public  as wel l  as any other  s y s t e m  but is p r e s u m e s  
the continuance of  a p r e d o m in a te ly  r u ra l  a rea  with little subd iv is ion  and la rge  p a r c e l s .  
Its ch ie f  de fec t  is that the L o c a l  R e g i s t r a r  must  ac cep t  f o r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  any document  
which is in p r o p e r  f o r m  - the substance o f  the document  is beyond  his  c o n tro l .
The Cert i f i ca t ion  o f  T i t les  Act

I do not think I need to expla in  the p urpose  of  the C e r t i f i ca t io n  of  T i t le s  Act  
except  that it r e q u i r e s ,  in a r e a s  where  it is  brought  into e f fe c t ,  that all  subd iv iders  
of  land submit  their  title to c e r t i f i c a t io n  as a condit ion of  the plan being r e g i s t e r e d .
It m e r e l y  continues the de fec t  of  the p resen t  R e g i s t r y  Act  s y s te m  but e s ta b l i s h e s ,  
c o m p u ls o r i l y ,  a new root  o f  t it le .  This  departure  point wi l l  be adequate fo r  a f e w  
y e a r s  and is highly d e s i r a b le  and n e c e s s a r y  but it can only be r e g a r d e d  as a t e m p o r a r y  
stopgap to prevent  the rot  getting out of  c o n t ro l .  Its ch ie f  v irtue is as a supplement 
to the Land T it les  Act .
The Land T it les  Act

T h is ,  in m y  humble  opin ion,  is the answ er  to the m o d e r n  p r o b l e m  of  title 
r eg is t ra t ion .  It is admit tedly  not p e r fe c t  but it has the v i r tues  of  s im p l i c i ty ,  certa inty ,  
guarantee ,  e c o n o m y  and speed .  It is the only s y s te m  which antic ipates  the cont inued 
subdiv is ion  of  what i s ,  after al l ,  a f inite quantity of  land into s m a l l e r  and s m a l le r  
p a r c e l s .  It is the only s y s te m  in which the e lem ent  o f  d i s c r e t i o n  given to the M aste r  
of  T i t les  to ac cep t  a doubtful and insoluble  title p r o b l e m  can be a s s e r t e d  in such a 
way that the m atter  m ay  not be r a i s e d  again by anyone.

It is the only s y s te m  which wil l  resu lt  in a saving of  t ime by s u r v e y o r s  and 
s o l i c i t o r s  in the examinat ion  of  t i t les  and wil l  f r e e  t h e m f o r  what i s ,  after all ,  their  
m o r e  im portant  and fundamental  r e s p o n s ib i l i t i e s .  It is not,  in m y  opin ion,  the p r o p e r  
function o f  a s o l i c i t o r  o r  a s u r v e y o r  to o c cu p y  his  t ime as a drudge in the R e g i s t r y  
O ff i ce  search ing  t it les  which have been  se a r ch e d  many t im e s  b e f o r e  in the hope that 
by  a constant  p r o c e s s  o f  d ist i l lat ion ,  he m ay  d i s c o v e r  som e  s m a l l  and ins igni f icant  
e r r o r  in past conveyanc ing  which m ay  just i fy  the t ime and labour  spent in search ing  
the title.

T h ere  is no e lem ent  of  c o m p u ls io n  in es tabl ish ing  the Land T i t le s  S ys tem  in 
your  county. No one would be re q u ire d  to p lace  his lands under Land T i t le s  unless  
he w ished  to do so ,  but the advantages of  doing so ,  e s p e c ia l l y  f o r  new subdiv iders  
and industr ies  and bu s in ess  contemplating large  expend itures ,  are o v e rw h e lm in g .



And yet are  the benef i ts  o f  this Act  f r e e l y  available  to the public  and our p r o 
fess ions  in O n ta r io ?  Strangely  enough,  they are  not.  Roughly  speaking,  the whole 
of Northern Ontario  is now in the Land T i t le s  S ys tem  and always has been .  The 
heavily populated  por t ion  of  Southern Ontario  and, m o r e  p a r t i cu la r ly ,  the o ld er  areas  
where the p r o b l e m s  are  gre a te s t ,  are  lacking in these f a c i l i t i e s .  By  this I m ean,  
that if a p e r s o n  in Kent County or  in Lambton  County (and until re ce n t ly  in E s s e x  
County) w ishes  to p lace  a new subdiv is ion  or  a p a r c e l  of  land under the Land T it les  
System there  are  no m eans  available  to do so .

What is r e q u ir e d  is a s imple  b y - l a w  of  the Counci ls  of  the Separated  Munic ipal it ies  
and the County Counci l  in each  County request ing  the n e c e s s a r y  O r d e r - i n - C o u n c i l  
establ ishing a Land T i t le s  O f f i c e .  In m o s t  c a s e s ,  this could  be op erated  in the present  
R eg is t ry  O ff i ce  using the p re se n t  R e g i s t r a r  as a L o c a l  M a ste r  o f  T i t l e s .  The exp en d i 
ture invo lved  in new books  in the f i r s t  instance would not e x c e e d  $100. 00 and yet  the 
benefit would be incalculable*

The c o s t  of  putting a new subdiv is ion  under the Land T it les  S ys tem  is insignif icant 
when d istr ibuted  o v e r  the whole  subdiv is ion  and c o m p a r e d  with the benef i ts  and a t t r a c 
tions which this p r e se n ts  to the average  p u r c h a s e r .

I r e s p e c t fu l ly  submit  that the s u r v e y o r s  and the lega l  p r o f e s s i o n  have a duty to 
do everyth ing in their  p o w e r  to br ing  the benef i ts  of  the Land T it les  S ys tem  to their 
County at the e a r l i e s t  p o s s ib le  date so that we can hand on to those who c o m e  after 
us something better  than that which we r e c e i v e d .
* Mr. McWilliams is a partner in the Law firm of McGregor, Stewart and McWilliams, Windsor, Ontario.

Mr. McWilliam*s paper was given to the First Annual Conference on Land Transfer at Sarnia.
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THE PROVINCE OF ONTARIO 

r e q u ir e s  an 

IN SPECTO R OF SURVEYS 

$8, ZOO r is ing  by  annual m e r i t  in c r e m e n ts  to $10 ,000

This  is a r e sp o n s ib le  p os i t ion  in the Surveys  Sect ion ,  Lands and Surveys  B ran ch ,  of  
the Departm ent  o f  Lands and F o r e s t s .  The Inspector  of  S urvey s ,  as s u b - s e c t i o n  
head in charge  of L eg a l  S urveys  has contact  with all  b ranches  of  the departm ent ,  with 
other  d ep artm en ts ,  and with the publ ic .  He wil l  a s s i s t  in planning, p r o c e s s i n g  and 
su p e rv is io n  of  Crow n S u rve y s ,  r e t r a c e m e n t ,  munic ipal  and title s u r v e y s ,  and plani -  
m e t r i c  and detail  mapping.  He wil l  p rov ide  guidance in adm inis trat ive  and technica l  
p r o b l e m s  to a large  subordinate staff .

QUALIFICATIONS: M e m b e r s h ip  in the A s s o c ia t io n  of  Ontario  Land S u r v e y o r s .
Extensive  f ie ld  and o f f i c e  e x p e r ie n c e  in surveying .  A thorough knowledge of all 
sy s te m s  o f  township surveys  and statutes af fect ing land su rveys  in Ontario .
D e m on stra ted  s u p e r v i s o r y  and adm inis trat ive  ability;  initiative;  and abil ity to make 
e f fec t ive  o r a l  and written presentat ions .

Write  (or phone 365-5401)  f o r  an appl icat ion f o r m  which must  be co m p le te d  and 
returned  by N o v e m b e r  27, 1964, to: - F i le  No. L F  - 148.

R e cru i tm e n t  B ran ch ,
Department  of  C iv i l  S e r v i c e ,
P a r l ia m e n t  Bui ld ings ,
T o r o n to ,  Ontar io .

Page 11


